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Q.	arrogateAns:(v.)	to	claim	or	take	without	right	Q.	banalAns:(adj.)	hackneyed,	trite,	commonplace	Q.	belaborAns:(v.)	to	work	on	excessively;	to	thrash	soundly	Q.	carpingAns:(adj.)	(n.)	tending	to	find	fault,	especially	in	petty,	nasty,	or	hairsplitting	Q.	coherentAns:(adj.)	holding	or	sticking	together;	making	a	logical	whole;	comprehensible,	meaningful
Q.	congealAns:(v.)	to	change	from	liquid	to	solid,	thicken;	to	make	inflexible	or	rigid	Q.	emulateAns:(v.)	to	imitate	with	the	intent	of	equaling	or	surpassing	the	model	Q.	encomiumAns:(n.)	a	formal	expression	of	praise,	a	lavish	tribute	Q.	eschewAns:(v.)	to	avoid,	shun,	keep	away	from	Q.	germaneAns:(adj.)	relevant,	appropriate,	apropos,	fitting	Q.
insatiableAns:(adj.)	so	great	or	demanding	as	not	to	be	satisfied	Q.	intransigentAns:(adj.)	refusing	to	compromise,	irreconcilable	Q.	invidiousAns:(adj.)	offensive,	hateful;	tending	to	cause	bitterness	and	resentment	Q.	largesseAns:(n.)	generosity	in	giving;	lavish	or	bountiful	contribution	Q.	reconnaissanceAns:(n.)	a	survey	made	for	military	purposes;
any	kind	of	preliminary	inspection	or	examination	Q.	substantiateAns:(v.)	to	establish	by	evidence,	prove;	to	give	concrete	or	substantial	form	to	Q.	taciturnAns:(adj.)habitually	silent	or	quiet,	inclined	to	talk	very	little	Q.	temporizeAns:(v.)	to	stall	or	act	evasively	in	order	to	gain	time,	avoid	a	confrontation,	or	postpone	a	decision;	to	compromise	Q.
tenableAns:(adj.)	capable	of	being	held	or	defended	Q.	accostAns:(v)	to	approach	and	speak	to	first;	to	confront	in	a	challenging	or	aggressive	way	Q.	animadversionAns:(n)	a	comment	indicating	strong	criticism	or	disapproval	Q.	avidAns:(adj)	desirous	of	something	to	the	point	of	greed;	intensely	eager	Q.	brackishAns:(adj)	having	a	salty	taste	and
unpleasant	to	drink	Q.	celerityAns:(n)	swiftness,	rapidity	of	motion	or	action	Q.	deviousAns:(adj)	straying	or	wandering	from	a	straight	or	direct	course;	done	or	acting	in	a	shifty	or	underhanded	way	Q.	gambitAns:(n)	in	chess,	an	opening	move	that	involves	risk	or	sacrifice	of	a	minor	piece	in	order	to	gain	a	later	advantage;	any	opening	move	of	this
type	Q.	halcyonAns:(n)	a	legendary	bird	identified	with	the	kingfisher;	(adj)	of	or	relating	to	the	halcyon;	calm,	peaceful;	happy,	golden;	prosperous,	affluent	Q.	histrionicAns:(adj)	pertaining	to	actors	and	their	techniques;	theatrical,	artificial;	melodramatic	Q.	incendiaryAns:(adj)	deliberately	setting	or	causing	fires;	designed	to	start	fires;	tending	to
stir	up	strife	or	rebellion;	(n)	one	who	deliberately	sets	fires,	arsonist;	one	who	causes	strife	Q.	maelstromAns:(n)	a	whirlpool	of	great	size	and	violence;	a	situation	resembling	a	whirlpool	in	violence	and	destruction	Q.	myopicAns:(adj)	nearsighted;	lacking	a	broad,	realistic	view	of	a	situation;	lacking	foresight	or	discernment	Q.	pejorativeAns:(adj)
tending	to	make	worse;	expressing	disapproval	or	disparagement,	derogatory,	deprecatory,	belittling	Q.	proprietyAns:(n)	the	state	of	being	proper,	appropriateness;	(pl)	standards	of	what	is	proper	or	socially	acceptable	Q.	sacrilegeAns:(n)	improper	or	disrespectful	treatment	of	something	held	sacred	Q.	summarilyAns:(adv)	without	delay	or	formality;
briefly,	concisely	Q.	suppliantAns:(adj)	asking	humbly	and	earnestly;	(n)	one	who	makes	a	request	humbly	and	earnestly,	a	petitioner,	suitor	Q.	talismanAns:(n)	an	object	that	serves	as	a	charm	or	is	believed	to	confer	magical	powers,	an	amulet,	fetish	Q.	undulateAns:(v)	to	move	in	waves	or	with	a	wavelike	motion;	to	have	a	wavelike	appearance	or
form	Q.	overtAns:(adj.)	open,	not	hidden,	expressed	or	revealed	in	a	way	that	is	easily	recognized	Q.	CavortAns:(v.)	to	romp	or	prance	around	exhuberantly;	to	make	merrySynonym:	gambol	Q.	CredenceAns:(n.)	belief,	mental	acceptanceSynonyms:	credit,	trust,	confidenceAntonyms:disbelief,	skepticism,	incredulity	Q.	DecryAns:(v.)	to	condemn,	express
strong	disapproval;	to	officially	depreciateSynonyms:	denounce,	censure,	devalueAntonyms:	tout,	commend,	extol,	laud,	praise	Q.	DissembleAns:(v.)	to	disguise	or	conceal,	deliberately	give	a	false	impressionSynonyms:	dissimulate,	mask,	feign	Q.	DistraughtAns:(adj.)	very	much	agitated	or	upset	as	a	result	of	emotion	or	mental	conflictSynonyms:
distractedAntonyms:	calm,	collected	Q.	EulogyAns:(n.)	a	formal	statement	of	commendation;	high	praiseSynonyms:	panegyric,	encomium,	tributeAntonyms:	philippic,	invective	Q.	EvinceAns:(v.)	to	display	clearly,	to	make	evident,	to	provokeSynonyms:	exhibit,	manifest,	occasion	Q.	ExhumeAns:(v.)	to	remove	from	a	grave;	to	bring	to	lightSynonyms:
disinter,	unearth,	uncoverAntonyms:	bury,	inter	Q.	FecklessAns:(adj.)	lacking	in	spirit	and	strength;	ineffective,	weak;	irresponsible,	unreliableSynonyms:	feeble,	incompetent,	ineffectualAntonyms:	competent,	capable,	effective	Q.	MurkyAns:(adj.)	dark	and	gloomy,	obscure;	lacking	in	clarity	and	precisionSynonyms:	dim,	cloudyAntonyms:	clear,
transparent,	lucid,	limpid	Q.	NefariousAns:(adj.)	wicked,	depraved,	devoid	of	moral	standardsSynonyms:	iniquitous,	reprehensibleAntonyms:	virtuous,	honorable,	praiseworthy,	meritorious	Q.	PiquantAns:(adj.)	stimulating	to	the	taste	or	mind;	spicy,	pungent;	appealingly	provocativeSynonyms:	zestful,	tangyAntonyms:	bland,	insipid,	tasteless,	mild	Q.
PrimordialAns:(adj.)	developed	or	created	at	the	very	beginning;	going	back	to	the	most	ancient	times	or	earliest	stage;	fundamental,	basicSynonyms:	original,	primal	Q.	PropinquityAns:(n.)	nearness	in	place	or	time;	kinshipSynonyms:	similarityAntonyms:	remoteness,	distance	Q.	SubstantiveAns:(adj.)	real,	having	a	solid	basis;	considerable	in	number
or	amount;	meaningful	and	on	topicSynonyms:	firm,	substantial,	meatyAntonyms:	imaginary,	unreal,	meaningless	Q.	UnwontedAns:(adj.)	not	usual	or	expected;	not	in	characterSynonyms:	unusual,	uncommon,	unexpected,	atypicalAntonyms:	usual,	customary,	typical	Q.	UtopianAns:(adj.)	founded	upon	or	involving	a	visionary	view	of	an	ideal	world;
impracticalSynonyms:	idealisticAntonyms:	realistic,	pragmatic	Q.	VerbiageAns:(n.)	language	that	is	too	wordy	or	inflated	in	proportion	to	the	sense	or	content,	wordiness;	a	manner	of	expressionSynonyms:	prolixity,	diction,	jargon	Q.	VerdantAns:(adj.)	green	in	tint	or	color;	immature	in	experience	or	judgementSynonyms:	artless,	naiveAntonyms:
scorched,	sere,	barren	Q.	ViscousAns:(adj.)	having	a	gelatinous	or	gluey	quality,	lacking	in	easy	movement	or	fluiditySynonyms:	sticky,	thickAntonyms:	watery,	aqueous	Q.	atrophyAns:(n.)	the	wasting	away	of	a	body	organ	or	tissue;	any	progressive	decline	or	failure;	(v.)	to	waste	awaySYN:	degeneration,	deterioration,	witherANT:	growth,	mature	Q.
bastionAns:(n.)	a	fortified	place,	strongholdSYN:	citadel,	rampart,	parapet	Q.	concordAns:(n.)	a	state	of	agreement,	harmony,	unanimity;	a	treaty,	pact,	covenantANT:	disagreement,	strife,	discord	Q.	consummateAns:(adj.)	complete	or	perfect	in	the	highest	degree(v.)	to	bring	to	a	state	of	completion	or	perfectionSYN:	masterful,	clinch,	concludeANT:
launch,	initiate,	begin,	kick-off	Q.	disarrayAns:(n.)	disorder,	confusion(v.)	to	throw	into	disorderSYN:	disorganization,	dishevel,	mess	upANT:	organization,	order,	tidiness	Q.	exigencyAns:(n.)	urgency,	pressure;	urgent	demand,	pressing	need;	an	emergencySYN:	requirement,	crisis	Q.	flotsamAns:(n.)	floating	debris;	homeless,	impoverished	peopleSYN:
floating	wreckage	Q.	freneticAns:(adj.)	frenzied,	highly	agitatedSYN:	frantic,	overwroughtANT:	calm,	controlled,	relaxed,	leisurely	Q.	gleanAns:(v.)	to	gather	bit	by	bit;	to	gather	small	quantities	of	grain	left	in	a	field	by	the	reapersSYN:	cull,	pick	up	Q.	grouseAns:(n.)	a	type	of	game	bird;	a	complaint(v.)	to	complain,	grumbleSYN:	kvetch,	bellyache	Q.
incarcerateAns:(v.)	to	imprison,	confine,	jailSYN:	internANT:	liberate,	free	Q.	incumbentAns:(adj.)	obligatory,	required(n.)	one	who	holds	a	specific	office	at	the	time	spoken	ofSYN:	mandatory,	necessaryANT:	optional,	unnecessary	Q.	jocularAns:(adj.)	Humorous,	jesting,	jolly,	jokingSYN:	waggish,	facetious,	drollANT:	solemn,	grave,	earnest,	grim	Q.
ludicrousAns:(adj.)	ridiculous,	laughable,	absurdSYN:	risible,	preposterousANT:	heartrending,	poignant,	pathetic	Q.	mordantAns:(adj.)	biting	or	caustic	in	through,	manner,	or	style;	sharply	or	bitterly	harshSYN:	acrimonious,	acidulous,	sardonic,	scathingANT:	bland,	mild,	gentle,	soothing	Q.	nettleAns:(n.)	a	prickly	or	stinging	plant(v.)	to	arouse
displeasure,	impatience,	or	anger;	to	vex	or	irritate	severelySYN:	peeve,	annoy,	incense,	gallANT:	please,	delight,	soothe,	pacify	Q.	pecuniaryAns:(adj.)	consisting	of	or	measured	in	money;	of	or	related	to	moneySYN:	monetary	Q.	pusillanimousAns:(adj.)	Contemptibly	cowardly	or	mean-spiritedSYN:	lily-liveredANT:	stouthearted,	courageous	Q.
recumbentAns:(adj.)	in	a	reclining	position,	lying	down,	in	the	posture	of	one	sleeping	or	restingSYN:	prone,	supine,	inactiveANT:	erect,	energetic,	dynamic	Q.	stratagemAns:(n.)	a	scheme	to	outwit	or	deceive	an	opponent	or	to	gain	an	endSYN:	trick,	ploy,	subterfuge	Q.	acuityAns:(n.)	sharpness	(particularly	of	the	mind	or	senses)SYNONYM:
acutenessANTONYMS:	dullness,	obtuseness	Q.	delineateAns:(v.)	to	portray,	sketch,	or	describe	in	accurate	and	vivid	detail;	to	represent	pictoriallySYNONYMS:	picture,	render	Q.	depravedAns:(adj.)	marked	by	evil	and	corruption,	devoid	of	moral	principlesSYNONYMS:	perverted,	degenerate,	vicious,	corruptANTONYMS:	moral,	virtuous,	upright,
uncorrupted	Q.	enervateAns:(v.)	to	weaken	or	lessen	the	mental,	moral,	or	physical	vigor	of;	enfeeble,	hamstringSYNONYMS:	impair,	cripple,	paralyzeANTONYMS:	invigorate,	strengthen,	buttress	Q.	esotericAns:(adj.)	intended	for	or	understood	by	only	a	select	few,	private,	secretSYNONYMS:	cryptic,	arcane,	reconditeANTONYMS:	accessible,
comprehensible,	intelligible	Q.	fecundAns:(adj.)	fruitful	in	offspring	or	vegetation;	intellectually	productiveSYNONYMS:	fertile,	teeming,	prolificANTONYMS:	infertile,	barren,	unproductive	Q.	fiatAns:(n.)	an	arbitrary	order	or	decree;	a	command	or	act	of	will	or	consciousnessSYNONYMS:	dictum,	ukase	Q.	figmentAns:(n.)	a	fabrication	of	the	mind;	an
arbitrary	notionSYNONYMS:	invention,	fancy	Q.	garnerAns:(v.)	to	acquire	as	the	result	of	effort;	to	gather	and	store	away,	as	for	future	useSYNONYMS:	collect,	accumulate,	accrueANTONYMS:	scatter,	squander,	waste,	dissipate	Q.	hallowAns:(v.)	to	set	apart	as	holy	or	sacred,	sanctify,	consecrate;	to	honor	greatly,	revereSYNONYMS:
venerateANTONYMS:	defile,	profane	Q.	idiosyncrasyAns:(n.)	a	peculiarity	that	serves	to	distinguish	or	identifySYNONYMS:	quirk,	mannerism	Q.	ignominyAns:(n.)	shame	and	disgraceSYNONYMS:	humiliation,	disrepute,	odiumANTONYMS:	honor,	acclaim	Q.	mundaneAns:(adj.)	earthly,	worldly,	relating	to	practical	and	material	affairs;	concerned	with
what	is	ordinarySYNONYMS:	prosaic,	humdrum,	routine,	sublunaryANTONYMS:	heavenly,	spiritual,	transcendental	Q.	nuanceAns:(n.)	a	subtle	or	slight	variationSYNONYMS:	shade,	nicety,	refinement	Q.	overweeningAns:(adj.)	conceited,	presumptuous;	excessive,	immoderateSYNONYMS:	arrogant,	unbridled,	inflatedANTONYMS:	restrained,
understated,	meek	Q.	penchantAns:(n.)	a	strong	attraction	or	inclinationSYNONYMS:	proclivity,	predilectionANTONYMS:	disinclination,	aversion	Q.	reputedAns:(adj.)	according	to	reputation	or	general	belief;	having	widespread	acceptance	and	good	reputation;	(part.)	allegedSYNONYMS:	putative,	reputableANTONYMS:	proven,	corroborated,
authenticated	Q.	sophistryAns:(n.)	reasoning	that	seems	plausible	but	is	actually	unsound;	a	fallacySYNONYM:	specious	reasoning	Q.	sumptuousAns:(adj.)	costly,	rich,	magnificentSYNONYMS:	lavish,	munificent,	opulent,	splendidANTONYMS:	skimpy,	stingy,	spartan	Q.	ubiquitousAns:(adj.)	present	or	existing	everywhereSYNONYMS:	pervasive,
universalANTONYMS:	restricted,	limited,	rare,	scarce	Q.	abjectAns:(adj.)	degraded;	base,	contemptible;	cringing,	servile;	complete	and	unrelieved	Q.	agnosticAns:(n.)one	who	believes	that	nothnig	can	be	known	about	god;	a	skeptic	Q.	complicityAns:(n.)	involvement	in	wrongdoing;	the	state	of	being	an	accomplice	Q.	derelictAns:(n.)	someone	or
something	that	is	abandoned	or	neglected;	(adj.)	left	abandoned;	neglectful	of	duty	Q.	diatribeAns:(n.)	a	bitter	and	prolonged	verbal	attack	Q.	effigyAns:(n.)	a	crude	image	of	a	despised	person	Q.	equityAns:(n.)	the	state	or	quality	of	being	just	or	fair	Q.	inaneAns:(adj.)	silly,	empty	of	meaning	or	value	Q.	indictmentAns:(n.)	the	act	of	accusing,	a	formal
accusation	Q.	indubitableAns:(adj.)	certain,	not	to	be	doubted	or	denied	Q.	intermittentAns:(adj.)	stopping	and	beginning	again,	sporadic	Q.	mootAns:(adj.)	debatable,	questionable	Q.	motifAns:(n.)	a	principal	idea,	theme	or	element;	a	repeated	or	dominant	figure	in	a	design	Q.	neophyteAns:(n.)	beginner,	novice	Q.	perspicacityAns:(n.)	keenness	in
observing	and	understanding	Q.	plenaryAns:(adj.)	complete	in	all	aspects;	absolute	Q.	surveillanceAns:(n.)	careful,	close,	and	disciplined	observation	Q.	sylvanAns:(adj.)	pertaining	to	or	characteristic	of	forests	Q.	testyAns:(adj.)	easily	irritated;	characterized	by	impatience	and	exasperation	Q.	travestyAns:(n.)	a	grotesque	or	grossly	inferior	imitation	Q.
allayAns:(v.)	to	calm	or	pacify,	set	to	rest;	to	lessen	or	relieveSYN:	reduce,	alleviate,	moderateANT:	aggravate,	exacerbate,	intensify	Q.	bestialAns:(adj.)	beastlike;	beastly,	brutal;	subhuman	in	intelligence	and	sensibilitySYN:	animalistic,	loathsomeANT:	human,	clement,	virtuous,	upright	Q.	convivialAns:(adj.)	festive,	sociable,	having	fun	together,
genialSYN:	fun-loving,	jovial,	merryANT:	dour,	sullen,	unsociable	Q.	coterieAns:(n.)	a	circle	of	acquaintances;	a	close-knit,	often	exclusive,	group	of	people	with	a	common	interestSYN:	clique,	set	Q.	counterpartAns:(n.)	a	person	or	thing	closely	resembling	or	corresponding	to	another;	a	complementSYN:	match	Q.	demurAns:(v.)	to	object	or	take
exception	to;	(n.)	an	objectionSYN:	(v.)	protest,	object	toANT:	(v.)	assent	to,	consent	to,	accept,	agree	to	Q.	effronteryAns:(n.)	shameless	boldness,	impudenceSYN:	chutzpah,	nerve,	impertinence,	cheekANT:	shyness,	diffidence,	timidity	Q.	embellishAns:(v.)	to	decorate,	adorn,	touch	up;	to	improve	by	adding	detailsSYN:	garnishANT:	strip,	mar,
disfigure	Q.	ephemeralAns:(adj.)	lasting	only	a	short	time,	short-livedSYN:	transient,	evanescent,	transitoryANT:	durable,	long-lasting,	permanent,	perpetual	Q.	felicitousAns:(adj.)	appropriate,	apt,	well	chosen;	marked	by	well-being	or	good	fortune,	happySYN:	fortunate,	well-putANT:	inappropriate,	inept,	graceless,	unhappy	Q.	furtiveAns:(adj.)	done
slyly	or	stealthily,	sneaky,	secret,	shifty;	stolenSYN:	covert,	surreptitiousANT:	aboveboard,	open	Q.	garishAns:(adj.)	glaring;	tastelessly	showy	or	overdecorated	in	a	vulgar	or	offensive	waySYN:	gaudy,	flashy,	tawdryANT:	subdued,	muted,	understated,	quiet	Q.	illusoryAns:(adj.)	misleading,	deceptive;	lacking	in	or	not	based	on	realitySYN:	specious,
spurious,	imaginaryANT:	actual,	real,	factual,	objective	Q.	indigentAns:(adj.)	needy,	impoverishedSYN:	penniless,	poverty-stricken,	destituteANT:	affluent,	prosperous	Q.	inordinateAns:(adj.)	far	too	great,	exceeding	reasonable	limits,	excessiveSYN:	exorbitant,	extravagantANT:	reasonable,	equitable	Q.	jettisonAns:(v.)	to	cast	overboard,	get	rid	of	as
unnecessary	or	burdensomeSYN:	cast	off,	discard,	dump,	junkANT:	conserve,	retain,	hold	on	to,	keep	Q.	misanthropeAns:(n.)	a	person	who	hates	or	despises	peopleSYN:	people-hater	Q.	pertinaciousAns:(adj.)	very	persistent;	holding	firmly	to	a	course	of	action	or	a	set	of	beliefs;	hard	to	get	rid	of,	refusing	to	be	put	off	or	deniedSYN:	stubborn,
determined	Q.	picayuneAns:(adj.)	of	little	value	or	importance,	paltry,	measly;	concerned	with	trifling	matters,	small-mindedSYN:	piddling,	triflingANT:	important,	significant,	huge,	gigantic	Q.	raimentAns:(n.)	clothing,	garmentsSYN:	apparel,	attire	Q.	allegeAns:(v.)	to	assert	without	proof	or	confirmationSYN:	contendANT:	prove	Q.	arrantAns:(adj.)
thoroughgoing,	out-and-out;	shameless,	blatantSYN:	egregious,	unmitigated	Q.	badinageAns:(n.)	light	and	playful	conversationSYN:	banter,	persiflage,	reparteeANT:	sermon	Q.	conciliateAns:(v.)	to	overcome	the	distrust	of,	win	over;	to	appease,	pacify;	to	reconcile,	make	consistentSYN:	mollify,	propitiateANT:	antagonize,	alienate,	estrange	Q.
countermandAns:(v.)	to	cancel	or	reverse	one	order	or	command	with	another	that	is	contrary	to	the	firstSYN:	recall,	revokeANT:	reaffirm,	reassert	Q.	echelonAns:(n.)	one	of	a	series	of	grades	in	an	organization	or	field	of	activity;	an	organized	military	unit;	a	steplike	formation	orarrangementSYN:	rank	Q.	exacerbateAns:(v.)	to	make	more	violent,
severe,	bitter,	or	painfulSYN:	intensify,	worsenANT:	alleviate,	mitigate,	ameliorate	Q.	fatuousAns:(adj.)	stupid	or	foolish	in	a	self-satisfied	waySYN:	silly,	vapid,	inane,	doltish,	vacuousANT:	intelligent,	perceptive,	bright	Q.	irrefutableAns:(adj.)	impossible	to	disprove;	beyond	argumentSYN:	indisputable,	incontrovertible,	undeniable)ANT:	disputable,
indefensible,	untenable	Q.	juggernautAns:(n.)	a	massive	and	inescapable	force	or	object	that	crushes	whatever	is	in	its	path	Q.	lackadaisicalAns:(adj.)	lacking	spirit	or	interest,	halfheartedSYN:	indolent,	indifferent,	laxANT:	energetic,	vigorous,	wholehearted	Q.	litanyAns:(n.)	a	prayer	consisting	of	short	appeals	to	God	recited	by	the	leader	alternating
with	responses	from	the	congregation;	any	repetitive	chant;	a	long	listSYN:	catalog,	megillah	Q.	macabreAns:(adj.)	grisly,	gruesome,	horrible,	distressing;	having	death	as	a	subjectSYN:	grim,	ghoulish	Q.	paucityAns:(n.)	an	inadequate	quantity,	scarcity,	dearthSYN:	lackANT:	glut,	plentitude,	deluge	Q.	portendAns:(v.)	to	indicate	beforehand	that
something	is	about	to	happen;	to	give	advance	warning	ofSYN:	bode,	foretell,	suggest	Q.	razeAns:(v.)	to	tear	down,	destroy	completely;	to	cut	or	scrape	off	of	or	outSYN:	pull	down,	demolish,	shave	offANT:	build,	construct,	raise,	erect	Q.	recantAns:(v.)	to	withdraw	a	statement	or	belief	to	which	one	has	previously	been	committed,	renounce,
retractSYN:	repudiate,	disavowANT:	reassert	Q.	saturateAns:(v.)	to	soak	thoroughly,	fill	to	capacity;	to	satisfy	fullySYN:	drench,	flood,	imbueANT:	drain	Q.	saturnineAns:(adj.)	of	a	gloomy	or	surly	disposition;	cold	or	sluggish	in	moodSYN:	moroseANT:	cheerful,	vivacious	Q.	sloughAns:(v.)	to	cast	off,	discard;	to	get	rid	of	something	objectionable	or
unnecessary;	to	plod	through	as	if	through	mud;	(n.)	a	mire;	a	state	of	depressionSYN:	shed,	slogANT:	take	on,	acquire,	assume	Q.	acclamationAns:(n.)	a	shout	of	welcome;	an	overwhelming	verbal	vote	of	approval	Q.	bucolicAns:(adj.)	characteristic	of	the	countryside.	rural;	relating	to	shepherds	and	cowherds,	pastoral	Q.	calumniateAns:(v.)	to	slander;
to	accuse	falsely	and	maliciously	Q.	charyAns:(adj.)	extremely	cautious,	hesitant	or	slow;	reserved	Q.	collusionAns:(n.)	secret	agreement	or	cooperation	Q.	dilettanteAns:(n.)	a	dabbler	in	the	arts;	one	who	engages	in	an	activity	in	an	ameteurish,	trifling	way;	(adj.)	superficial	Q.	imperturbableAns:(adj.)	not	easily	excited;	emotionally	steady	Q.
incrementAns:(n.)	an	enlargement,	increase,	addition	Q.	mandateAns:(n.)	an	authoritative	command,	formal	order,	authorization;	(v.)	to	issue	such	an	order	Q.	paltryAns:(adj.)	trifling,	insignificant;	mean,	despicable;	inferior,	trashy	Q.	paroxysmAns:(n.)	a	sudden	outburst;	a	spasm,	convulsion	Q.	pedantryAns:(n.)	a	pretentious	display	of	knowledge;
overly	rigid	attention	to	rules	and	details	Q.	peregrinationAns:(n.)	the	act	or	traveling	;	an	excursion,	especially	on	foot	or	to	a	foreign	country	Q.	redolentAns:(adj.)	fragrant,	smelling	strongly;	tending	to	arouse	memories	or	create	an	aura	Q.	refulgentAns:(adj.)	shining,	radiant,	resplendent	Q.	shibbolethAns:(n.)	a	word,	expression,	or	custom	that
distinguishes	a	particular	group	of	persons	from	all	others,	a	commonplace	saying	or	truism	Q.	tyroAns:(n.)	a	beginner,	novice;	one	with	little	or	no	background	or	skill	Q.	unremittingAns:(adj.)	not	stopping,	maintained	steadily,	never	letting	up,	relentless	Q.	vacillateAns:(v.)	to	swing	indecisively	from	one	idea	or	course	of	action	to	another;	to	waver
weakly	in	mind	or	will	Q.	vituperativeAns:(adj.)	harshly	abusive,	severely	scolding	Q.	askanceAns:(adj.)	with	suspicion,	distrust,	or	disapproval	Q.	attenuateAns:(v.)	to	make	thin	or	slender;	to	weaken	or	lessen	in	force,	intensity,	or	value	Q.	benignAns:(adj.)	gentle,	kind;	forgiving,	understanding;	having	a	favorable	or	beneficial	effect;	not	malignant	Q.
cavilAns:(v.)	to	find	fault	in	a	petty	way,	carp;	(n.)	a	trivial	objection	or	criticism	Q.	charlatanAns:(n.)	one	who	feigns	knowledge	or	ability;	a	pretender,	impostor,	or	quack	Q.	decimateAns:(v.)	to	kill	or	destroy	a	large	part	of	Q.	foibleAns:(n.)	a	weak	point,	failing,	minor	flaw	Q.	forgoAns:(v.)	to	do	without,	abstain	from,	give	up	Q.	fraughtAns:(adj.)	full	of
or	loaded	with;	accompanied	by	Q.	inureAns:(v.)	to	toughen,	harden;	to	render	used	to	something	by	long	subjection	or	exposure	Q.	luminousAns:(adj.)	emitting	or	reflecting	light,	glowing;	illuminating	Q.	obsequiousAns:(adj.)	marked	by	slavish	attentiveness;	excessively	submissive	Q.	obtuseAns:(adj.)	blunt,	not	coming	to	a	point;	slow	or	dull	in
understanding;	not	causing	a	sharp	impression	Q.	oscillateAns:(v.)	to	swing	back	and	forth	with	a	steady	rhythm;	to	fluctuate	or	waver	Q.	penitentAns:(adj.)	regretful	for	one’s	sins	or	mistakes.	(n.)	one	who	is	sorry	for	wrongdoing	Q.	peremptoryAns:(adj.)	having	the	nature	of	a	command	that	leaves	no	opportunity	for	debate,	denial,	or	refusal	Q.
rebuffAns:(v.)	to	snub;	to	repel,	drive	away;	(n.)	a	curt	rejection,	a	check	Q.	reconnoiterAns:(v.)	to	engage	in	reconnaissance;	to	make	a	preliminary	inspection	Q.	shamblesAns:(n.)	a	slaughterhouse;	a	place	of	mass	bloodshed;	a	state	of	complete	disorder	and	confusion	Q.	sporadicAns:(adj.)	occurring	at	irregular	intervals,	having	no	set	plan	or	order	Q.
abrogateAns:(v.)	to	repeal,	cancel,	declare	null	and	void	Q.	ambientAns:(adj.)	completely	surrounding,	encompassing	Q.	asperityAns:(n.)	roughness,	severity;	bitterness	or	tartness	Q.	burnishAns:(v.)	to	make	smooth	or	glossy	by	rubbing,	polish;	(n.)	gloss,	brightness,	luster	Q.	cabalAns:(n.)	a	small	group	working	in	secret	Q.	delectableAns:(adj.)
delightful,	highly	enjoyable,;	deliciously	flavored,	savory;	(n.)	an	appealing	or	appetizing	food	Q.	deprecateAns:(v.)	to	express	mild	disapproval;	to	belittle	Q.	detritusAns:(n.)	loose	bits	and	pieces	of	material	resulting	from	disintegration	or	wearing	away;	fragments	that	result	from	anydestruction	Q.	ebullientAns:(adj.)	overflowing	with	enthusiasm	and
excitement;	boiling,	bubbling	Q.	eclecticAns:(adj.)	drawn	from	different	sources;	(n.)	one	whose	beliefs	are	drawn	from	various	sources	Q.	flaccidAns:(adj.)	limp,	not	firm;	lacking	vigor	or	effectiveness	Q.	impecuniousAns:(adj.)	having	little	or	no	money	Q.	inexorableAns:(adj.)	inflexible,	beyond	influence;	relentless,	unyielding	Q.	moribundAns:(adj.)
dying,	on	the	way	out	Q.	necromancerAns:((n.)	one	who	claims	to	reveal	or	influence	the	future	through	magic	Q.	onerousAns:(adj.)	burdensome;	involving	hardship	or	difficulty	Q.	rifeAns:(adj.)	common,	prevalent,	widespread,	happening	often;	full,	abounding;	plentiful,	abundant	Q.	rudimentsAns:(n.)	the	parts	of	any	subject	that	are	learned	first;	the
earliest	stages	of	anything	Q.	sequesterAns:(v.)	to	set	apart,	separate	for	a	special	purpose;	to	take	possession	of	and	hold	in	custody	Q.	winnowAns:(v.)	to	get	rid	of	something	unwanted,	delete;	to	sift	through	to	obtain	what	is	desirable;	to	blow	on,	fan	Q.	AestheticAns:(adj.)	pertaining	to	beauty;	sensitive	or	responsive	to	beautySYN:	artistic	Q.
DefunctAns:(adj.)	no	longer	in	existence	or	functioning,	deadSYN:	extinct,	nonexistentANT:	alive,	extant	Q.	DiscomfitAns:(v.)	to	frustrate,	thwart,	or	defeat;	to	confuse,	perplex,	or	embarrassSYN:	nonplus,	disconcert,	foil	Q.	EspouseAns:(v.)	to	take	up	and	support;	to	become	attached	to,	adopt;	to	marrySYN:	embrace,	wedANT:	repudiate,	disavow,
renounce	Q.	FetishAns:(n.)	an	object	believed	to	have	magical	powers;	an	object	of	unreasoning	devotion	or	reverenceSYN:	charm,	talisman,	obsession	Q.	GregariousAns:(adj.)	living	together	in	a	herd	or	group;	sociable,	seeking	the	company	of	othersSYN:	outgoing,	extrovertedANT:	aloof,	introverted,	reclusive	Q.	HaplessAns:(adj.)	marked	by	a
persistent	absence	of	good	luckSYN:	unlucky,	ill-starred,	unfortunateANT:	lucky,	charmed,	fortunate	Q.	ImpeccableAns:(adj.)	faultless,	beyond	criticism	or	blameSYN:	flawless,	spotless,	immaculateANT:	grimy,	soiled,	spotted,	sullied	Q.	ImportuneAns:(v.)	to	trouble	with	demands;	to	beg	for	insistentlySYN:	implore,	entreat,	dun,	tax	Q.	InterpolateAns:
(v.)	to	insert	between	other	parts	or	things;	to	present	as	an	addition	or	correctionSYN:	inject,	interpose,	introduce	Q.	IrreparableAns:(adj.)	incapable	of	being	repaired	or	rectifiedSYN:	irremediableANT:	remediable,	fixable,	reversible	Q.	LaconicAns:(adj.)	concise,	using	few	wordsSYN:	terse,	succinct,	pithy,	compactANT:	garrulous,	prolix,	loquacious,
verbose	Q.	LanguishAns:(v.)	to	become	weak,	feeble,	or	dull;	to	droop;	to	be	depressed	or	dispirited;	to	suffer	neglectSYN:	flag,	wilt,	fade,	pine	Q.	MendaciousAns:(adj.)	given	to	lying	or	deception;	untrueSYN:	untruthful,	falseANT:	truthful,	veracious	Q.	NadirAns:(n.)	the	lowest	pointSYN:	rock	bottomANT:	apex,	pinnacle,	zenith	Q.	OmnipresentAns:
(adj.)	present	in	all	places	at	all	timesSYN:	ubiquitous,	ever-present	Q.	PerfunctoryAns:(adj.)	done	in	a	superficial	or	halfhearted	manner;	without	interest	or	enthusiasmSYN:	slapdash,	cursory,	shallowANT:	through,	assiduous,	diligent,	meticulous	Q.	PlaintiveAns:(adj.)	expressive	of	sorrow	or	woe,	melancholySYN:	sad,	doleful,	lugubriousANT:
cheerful,	blithe,	joyous,	merry	Q.	RequiteAns:(v.)	to	make	suitable	repayment,	as	for	a	kindness,	service,	or	favor;	to	make	retaliation,	as	for	an	injury	or	wrong;	to	reciprocateSYN:	reimburse,	recompense,	avenge	Q.	TantamountAns:(adj.)	equivalent,	having	the	same	meaning,	value,	or	effectSYN:	indistinguishable	form	Q.	AbstruseAns:(adj.)	extremely
difficult	to	understandSYN:	arcane,	recondite,	occultANT:	simple,	straightforward	Q.	AffrontAns:(n.)	an	open	or	intentional	insult;	a	slight;	(v.)	to	insult	to	one’s	face	in	defiance,	confrontSYN:	(n.)	offense;	(v.)	offendANT:	(n.,	v.)	compliment,	praise	Q.	CanardAns:(n.)	a	false	rumor,	fabricated	storySYN:	hoax	Q.	CaptiousAns:(adj.	)	excessively	ready	to
find	fault;	given	to	petty	criticism;	intended	to	trap,	confuse,	or	show	upSYN:	faultfinding,	carpingANT:	uncritical	Q.	CognizantAns:(adj.)	aware,	knowledgeable,	informed;	having	jurisdictionSYN:	acquaintedANT:	unaware,	unconscious,	oblivious	Q.	ContriteAns:(adj.)	regretful	for	some	misdeed	or	sin;	plagued	by	a	sense	of	guilt;	thoroughly
penitentSYN:	remorseful,	ruefulANT:	unapologetic,	impenitent	Q.	CynosureAns:(n.)	the	center	of	attraction,	attention,	or	interest;	something	that	serves	to	guide	or	directSYN:	focus	Q.	DecorousAns:(adj.)	well	behaved,	dignified,	socially	properSYN:	seemly,	becoming,	tastefulANT:	unbecoming,	improper,	tasteless	Q.	DeignAns:(v.)	to	think	it
appropriate	or	suitable	to	one’s	dignity	to	do	something;	to	condescendSYN:	deem	DesiccatedAns:(adj.,	part.)	thoroughly	dried	out;	divested	of	spirit	or	vitality;	arid	and	uninterestingSYN:	dehydrated,	shriveledANT:	sodden,	waterlogged,	drenched	Q.	EfficacyAns:(n.)	the	power	to	produce	a	desired	resultSYN:	effectiveness,	potency,	reliabilityANT:
impotence	Q.	EngenderAns:(v.)	to	bring	into	existence,	give	rise	to,	produce;	to	come	into	existence,	assume	formSYN:	generate,	cause,	formANT:	stop,	deter	Q.	EtherealAns:(adj.)	light,	airy,	delicate;	highly	refined;	suggesting	what	is	heavenly	(rather	than	earthbound)SYN:	heavenly,	celestial,	gossamerANT:	infernal,	hellish,	thick,	heavy	Q.
FacadeAns:(n.)	the	front	or	face	of	a	building;	a	surface	appearance	(as	opposed	to	what	may	lie	behind)SYN:	exterior,	surface,	maskANT:	interior	Q.	GhoulishAns:(adj.)	revolting	in	an	unnatural	or	morbid	way;	suggestive	of	someone	who	robs	graves	or	otherwise	preys	on	the	deadSYN:	barbarous,	monstrous	Q.	IncongruousAns:(adj.)	not	in	keeping,
unsuitable,	incompatibleSYN:	discordantANT:	compatible,	harmonious,	consistent	Q.	MachinationAns:(n.)	a	crafty,	scheming,	or	underhanded	action	designed	to	accomplish	some	(usually	evil)	endSYN:	plot,	maneuver	Q.	MesmerizeAns:(v.)	to	hypnotize,	entrance;	to	fascinate,	enthrall,	bewitch	Q.	OpprobriumAns:(n.)	disgrace	arising	from	shameful
conduct;	contempt,	reproachSYN:	infamy,	dishonor,	odiumANT:	acclaim,	honor,	glory,	renown	Q.	PutativeAns:(adj.)	generally	regarded	as	such;	reputed;	hypothesized,	inferredSYN:	supposed,	presumedANT:	corroborated,	confirmed	Q.	BeatificAns:(adj.)	blissful;	rendering	or	making	blessedSYN:	rapturous,	ecstaticANT:	disconsolate,	dejected,	doleful
Q.	BehemothAns:(n.)	a	creature	of	enormous	size,	power,	or	appearanceSYN:	whale,	elephant,	colossusANT:	dwarf,	pygmy,	midget	Q.	BlandishmentAns:(n.,	often	pl.)	anything	designed	to	flatter	or	coax;	sweet	talkSYN:	allurement,	cajoleryANT:	intimidation	Q.	CacophonousAns:(adj.)	harsh-sounding,	raucous,	discordant,	dissonantANT:	harmonious,
melodious,	mellifuous	Q.	ChicaneryAns:(n.)	trickery,	deceptive	practices	or	tactics,	double-dealingANT:	fair	dealing	Q.	ConsignAns:(v.)	to	give	over	to	another’s	care,	charge,	or	control;	to	entrust,	deliver;	to	set	apart	for	a	special	useSYN:	remit,	convey	Q.	CoupAns:(n.)	a	highly	successful	stroke,	masterstroke,	act,	plan,	or	stratagem;	a	sudden
takeover	of	power	or	leadershipANT:	blunder,	faux	pas,	gaffe	Q.	EuphemismAns:(n.)	a	mild	or	inoffensive	expression	used	in	place	of	a	harsh	or	unpleasant	one;	a	substitute	Q.	FebrileAns:(adj.)	feverish;	pertaining	to	or	marked	by	fever;	freneticANT:	leisurely	Q.	GainsayAns:(v.)	to	deny,	contradict,	controvert;	to	dispute,	opposeANT:	confirm,
corroborate,	support,	admit	Q.	ImminentAns:(adj.)	about	to	happen,	threateningSYN:	loomingANT:	distant,	remote,	faraway	Q.	InnateAns:(adj.)	natural,	inborn,	inherent;	built-inSYN:	congenitalANT:	learned,	acquired,	extrinsic,	accidental	Q.	LoathAns:(adj.)	unwilling,	reluctant,	disinclinedSYN:	averse,	indisposedANT:	eager,	inclined	Q.	ManifestAns:
(adj.)	clear,	evident	to	the	eyes	or	mind;	(v.)	to	show	plainly,	exhibit,	evince;	(n.)	a	list	of	cargo	and/or	passengersSYN:	(adj.)	apparent;	(v.)	reveal,	discloseANT:	(adj.)	unrevealed,	hidden;	(v.)	hide,	conceal	Q.	MinutiaeAns:(pl.	n)	small	or	trivial	details,	trifling	mattersSYN:	triflesANT:	essentials	Q.	MoratoriumAns:(n.)	a	suspension	of	activity;	an	official
waiting	period;	an	authorized	period	of	delaySYN:	postponement,	stoppageANT:	escalation	Q.	NostrumAns:(n.)	an	alleged	cure-all;	a	remedy	or	scheme	of	questionable	effectivenessSYN:	elixir	Q.	PariahAns:(n.)	one	who	is	rejected	by	a	social	group	or	organizationSYN:	untouchable,	persona	non	grata	Q.	VisionaryAns:(adj.)	not	practical,	lacking	in
realism;	having	the	nature	of	a	fantasy	or	dream;	(n.)	one	given	to	far-fetched	ideas;	a	dreamer	or	seer	characterized	by	vision	or	foresightSYN:	(adj.)	utopian,	idealistic,	impracticalANT:	(adj.)	practical	Q.	WizenedAns:(adj.,	part)	dry,	shrunken,	and	wrinkled	(often	as	the	result	of	aging)SYN:	withered,	shriveledANT:	bloated,	distended	Q.	AmenityAns:
(n.)	that	which	is	pleasant	or	agreeable;	(pl.)	attractive	features,	customs,	etc.Antonyms:	unpleasantness,	disagreeableness	Q.	ApertureAns:(n.)	an	opening,	gap,	hole;	orificeSynonyms:	–Antonyms:	closure,	blockage,	occlusion	Q.	DissidenceAns:(n.)	a	difference	of	opinion;	discontentSynonyms:	disagreement,	disaffectionAntonyms:	harmony,	concord	Q.
EpicureanAns:(adj.)	devoted	to	the	pursuit	of	pleasure;	fond	of	good	food,	comfort,	and	ease;	with	discriminating	tastes;	(n.)	a	person	with	discriminating	tastesSynonyms:	(adj.)	sybaritic,	discriminatingAntonyms:	(adj.)	ascetic,	self-denying,	abstemious	Q.	ImprovidentAns:(adj.)	not	thrifty;	failing	to	plan	aheadSynonyms:	prodigal,	spendthrift,
extravagantAntonyms:	frugal,	economical,	cautious	Q.	IniquityAns:(n.)	wickedness,	sin;	a	grossly	immoral	actSynonyms:	evil,	crimeAntonyms:	probity,	rectitude,	uprightness	Q.	InviolableAns:(adj.)	sacred;	of	such	a	character	that	it	must	not	be	broken,	injured,	or	profanedSynonyms:	unassailableAntonyms:	vulnerable,	assailable	Q.	MutableAns:(adj.)
open	to	or	capable	of	change,	fickleSynonyms:	changeable,	variableAntonyms:	changeless,	steadfast,	constant	Q.	NascentAns:(adj.)	just	beginning	to	exist	or	develop;	having	just	come	into	existenceSynonyms:	incipient,	embryonicAntonyms:	dying,	moribund,	senescent	Q.	ObeisanceAns:(n.)	a	deep	bow	or	other	body	movement	indicating	respect	or
submission;	deference,	homageSynonyms:	honorAntonyms:	disrespect,	irreverence	Q.	PanegyricAns:(n.)	formal	or	elaborate	praise;	a	tributeSynonyms:	tribute,	encomium,	testimonialAntonyms:	tirade,	philippic	Q.	PilloryAns:(n.)	a	device	for	publicly	punishing	offenders;	a	means	for	exposing	one	to	public	contempt	or	ridicule;	(v.)	to	expose	to	public
contempt	or	ridiculeAntonyms:	(v.)	extol,	laud,	acclaim	Q.	PittanceAns:(n.)	a	woefully	meager	allowance,	wage,	or	portionSynonyms:	trifleAntonyms:	fortune	Q.	PresageAns:(v.)	to	foreshadow	or	point	to	a	future	event;	to	predict;	(n.)	a	warning	or	indication	of	the	futureSynonyms:	(v.)	augur,	foretell	Q.	ProgenyAns:(n.)	descendants;	offspring,	children,
followers,	disciplesSynonyms:	issue,	posterityAntonyms:	forebears,	antecedents	Q.	PromulgateAns:(v.)	to	proclaim	or	issue	officially;	to	make	known	far	and	wideSynonyms:	announceAntonyms:	withdraw,	retract,	abrogate,	nullify	Q.	RectitudeAns:(n.)	uprightness,	righteousness;	correctnessSynonyms:	probity,	integrityAntonyms:	iniquity,	heinousness
Q.	RestiveAns:(adj.)	restless,	hard	to	manage,	balkySynonyms:	uneasy,	recalcitrantAntonyms:	serene,	unruffled,	docile	Q.	SeraphicAns:(adj.)	angelic,	heavenly,	celestialSynonyms:	cherubicAntonyms:	devilish	Q.	SubsistAns:(v.)	to	have	existence;	to	remain	alive,	manage	to	make	a	living	or	maintain	life;	to	persist	or	continueSynonyms:	last,	sustain	=>
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student	understanding	of	the	material.	Hope	you	find	Sadlier	Vocabulary	Workshop	LEVEL	G	Answers	Key	for	free.	Share	with	your	batchmates/friends	if	you	find	it	helpful.	Hi,	I’m	Thomas,	and	I’ve	been	a	teacher	for	over	10	years	and	have	taught	students	at	all	levels.	I	created	this	blog	to	really	help	students	get	ahead	of	their	exams	as	well	as
provide	helpful	guides	on	various	courses.	ReviewsThis	product	has	not	yet	been	rated.	d	-	the	Jazz	Agec	-	hedonisticb	-	extravagante	-	materialistica	-	awareb	-	enticementsd	-	the	instant	success	of	This	Side	of	Paradisec	-	the	moral	decadence	flowing	from	the	American	dreamc	-	maskb	-	generateda	-	survey	the	highlights	of	Fitzgerald's	life	and
literary	careere	-	chronological	orderClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completion	Answers	b	-	cynosure	.	.	.	mesmerizedd	-	dissident	.	.	.	coupc	-	opprobrium	.	.	.	pariahb	-	facade	.	.	.	febrilec	-	decorous	.	.	.	minutiaea	-	rectitude	.	.	.	chicaneryb	-	deigned	.	.	.	affrontClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiom	Answers	j	-	Did	you	actually	enjoy	that	movie,	or	did	you
just	jump	on	the	bandwagon	because	it	received	three	Academy	Awards?f	-	The	police	are	barking	up	the	wrong	tree	if	they	think	Joey	broke	the	windows;	he	has	an	airtight	alibi	for	the	entire	evening.d	-	The	campaign	manager	wants	Jones	to	remain	above	the	fray	when	it	comes	to	launching	personal	attacks	on	the	other	candidates.e	-	When	the
video	game	was	released,	the	developer	must	have	made	money	hand	over	fist.h	-	“I	want	to	speak	to	the	manager	now,”	Melissa	demanded,	“so	that	I	can	get	answers	to	all	my	questions	in	one	fell	swoop.”g	-	The	employees	applauded	their	boss	for	keeping	them	in	the	loop	about	possible	changes	to	the	holiday	delivery	schedule.i	-	After	two	months
of	tense	negotiations,	union	leaders	decided	to	throw	in	the	towel	and	urged	their	members	to	go	on	strike.b	-	“Because	you	are	so	quick	on	the	draw,”	Mickey	said	to	his	best	friend,	“we	have	an	excellent	chance	to	win	the	obstacle	race.”c	-	The	high	school	senior	won	a	full	scholarship	to	the	college	of	his	choice,	so	he	is	sitting	pretty	for	the	next
several	years.a	-	Sadly,	because	the	investment	scheme	was	nothing	but	smoke	and	mirrors,	hundreds	of	people	lost	their	entire	savings.Click	Next	for	Writing	with	Idioms	Answers	No	great	shakes	-	Not	very	good	or	impressive.Sample	answer:	My	sister	is	a	skilled	songwriter,	but	she	lost	the	talent	contest	because	she	is	no	great	shakes	at
singing.Bar	none	-	Without	exception.Sentence:	This	bakery	makes	the	best	chocolate	cake,	bar	none.Off	the	cuff	-	Without	preparation;	spontaneous.Sentence:	She	gave	a	brilliant	speech	off	the	cuff,	impressing	everyone	with	her	quick	thinking.My	cup	of	tea	-	Something	one	likes	or	is	good	at.Sentence:	Watching	horror	movies	is	not	really	my	cup	of
tea.Stand	your	ground	-	Maintain	your	position	or	opinion.Sentence:	He	stood	his	ground	during	the	debate,	despite	the	tough	questions.Cut	the	mustard	-	To	meet	expectations;	to	succeed.Sentence:	After	months	of	practice,	he	finally	cut	the	mustard	in	his	tryouts	for	the	soccer	team.Running	on	empty	-	Operating	with	no	energy	or	enthusiasm
left.Sentence:	After	working	12	hours	straight,	I’m	completely	running	on	empty.For	a	song	-	At	a	very	low	price.Sentence:	I	bought	this	beautiful	vintage	jacket	for	a	song	at	the	flea	market.Take	the	plunge	-	To	commit	to	a	risky	or	uncertain	decision.Sentence:	After	years	of	hesitation,	she	finally	took	the	plunge	and	started	her	own	business.Toe	the
line	-	To	conform	to	rules	or	expectations.Sentence:	If	you	want	to	keep	your	job,	you’ll	have	to	toe	the	line	and	follow	the	company	policies.Out	of	left	field	-	Unexpected	or	unusual.Sentence:	His	comment	about	moving	to	Antarctica	came	completely	out	of	left	field.Have	egg	on	your	face	-	To	be	embarrassed	by	a	mistake.Sentence:	I	had	egg	on	my
face	when	I	realized	I’d	been	pronouncing	his	name	wrong	all	along.Canard	-	(-)Desiccated	-	(0)Opprobrium	-	(-)Putative	-	(0)Engender	-	(0)Innate	-	(0)Pillory	-	(-)Seraphic	-	(+)Nostrum	-	(-)Facade	-	(0)Amenity	-	(+)Cacophonous	-	(-)Efficacy	-	(+)Ghoulish	-	(-)Nascent	-	(0)Pariah	-	(-)Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotation	AnswersPositive	-	The	host
and	hostess	were	pleased	with	the	(decorous)	behavior	of	all	the	party	guests.Neutral	-	Were	you	as	surprised	by	the	(maneuvers)	of	the	play’s	protagonist	as	I	was?Negative	-	We	couldn’t	believe	Mike	spent	most	of	the	long	ride	discussing	the	(minutiae)	of	his	new	saxophone.Negative	-	The	tenant	(abandoned)	the	furniture	in	his	apartment	when	he
moved	out.Positive	-	The	interview	committee	seemed	impressed	by	the	final	job	candidate’s	(rectitude).Positive	-	Upon	seeing	Dr.	Slack	enter	the	lobby,	we	hastily	made	an	(obeisance)	to	him.Negative	-	My	neighbor	decided	for	whom	she	would	vote	weeks	ago,	but	I’ve	learned	that	her	political	decisions	are	(unstable).Positive	-	In	the	foreground	of
the	oil	painting	stands	an	elegantly	dressed	elderly	woman	with	a	(beatific)	expression	on	her	face.Click	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	Connotation	Answers	Sentence:	When	she	first	saw	her	costume,	the	actress	immediately	noticed	how	light	and	flimsy	ethereal	it	seemed.Sample	response:	The	favorable	connotation	of	ethereal	suggests	that	the	actress
found	the	costume's	delicacy	to	be	a	positive	attribute,	not	a	flaw.ChicanerySentence:	The	antique	shop	owner	uses	subtle	tactics	chicanery	to	get	customers	to	pay	top	prices	for	his	merchandise.Sample	response:	The	use	of	the	word	chicanery	portrays	the	shop	owner	in	a	more	negative	light;	his	selling	methods	involve	trickery	or
deception.AffrontedSentence:	The	young	man	ahead	of	me	in	line	at	the	airport	was	obviously	affected	affronted	by	another	passenger's	remark	about	his	hair.Sample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	affronted	suggests	that	the	remark	was	offensive	and	that	the	young	man	felt	he	had	been	insulted.Click	Next	for	Classical	Roots
AnswersSentence:	The	committee	has	agreed	to	take	your	most	recent	request	under	advisement.VistaSentence:	As	we	rounded	the	bend,	we	suddenly	beheld	the	most	breathtaking	vista	of	our	trip.EnvisageSentence:	It	is	hard	to	envisage	a	modern	America	made	up	entirely	of	small	farmers.VisageSentence:	The	links	of	chains	he	carried,	which
signified	his	sins,	gave	Jacob	Marley	a	frightening	visage.ProvisoSentence:	They	agreed	to	sign	the	deal,	with	the	proviso	that	we	serve	as	witnesses.ProvidentSentence:	It	is	our	agency's	mission	to	explore	the	most	provident	use	of	our	natural	resources.VisitationSentence:	Health	specialists	are	meeting	to	discuss	the	possibility	of	a	new	visitation	of
tuberculosis.ProvidenceSentence:	Despite	hard	times,	or	perhaps	especially	during	hard	times,	people	of	faith	put	their	trust	in	providence.	Page	2	c)	contrasting	the	drawbacks	of	silent	films	with	the	excitement	they	inspired	in	audiences	of	the	daya)	belittled)	unattractive	set	designsc)	succinctc)	brightb)	refinements	made	film	equipment	less	bulky
and	more	portablee)	equivalentc)	usefulc)	the	1910sc)	persuade	the	reader	of	the	claims	made	for	silent	films	in	the	passaged)	burdensomea)	enthusiasticClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completion	Answers	d)	discomfited	.	.	.	haplessb)	impecunious	.	.	.	sequesteredd)	plaintive	.	.	.	haplessb)	asperities	.	.	.	inured	toc)	espoused	.	.	.	eclectica)	charlatans	.	.	.
mendaciousb)	askance	.	.	.	forgoClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Proverb	Answers	h	-	There	are	other	fish	in	the	sea.f	-	For	want	of	a	nail,	the	kingdom	was	lost.a	-	When	one	door	closes,	another	one	opens.c	-	Don’t	bite	the	hand	that	feeds	you.g	-	Give	a	man	an	inch	and	he’ll	take	a	mile.j	-	A	miss	is	as	good	as	a	mile.e	-	Out	of	debt,	out	of	danger.i	-
The	highest	branch	is	not	the	safest	roost.b	-	Pride	goes	before	a	fall.d	-	The	squeaky	wheel	gets	the	grease.Click	Next	for	Writing	with	Proverbs	Answers	Life	is	no	bed	of	roses	-	Example:	Moving	to	a	new	city	by	myself	taught	me	that	life	is	no	bed	of	roses.Strike	while	the	iron	is	hot	-	Example:	She	received	an	offer	to	study	abroad	and	decided	to
strike	while	the	iron	was	hot.Dig	the	well	before	you	are	thirsty	-	Example:	It's	wise	to	save	money	now;	dig	the	well	before	you	are	thirsty.As	you	sow,	so	shall	you	reap	-	Example:	He	didn't	study	for	his	exams,	and	as	you	sow,	so	shall	you	reap—he	didn't	pass.Always	put	your	best	foot	forward	-	Example:	For	the	job	interview,	remember	to	put	your
best	foot	forward	and	be	confident.A	bad	workman	quarrels	with	his	tools	-	Example:	After	he	failed	to	fix	the	car,	he	blamed	the	tools,	proving	that	a	bad	workman	quarrels	with	his	tools.You	can	lead	a	horse	to	water,	but	you	can’t	make	him	drink	-	Example:	I	gave	her	advice	on	managing	her	finances,	but	you	can	lead	a	horse	to	water,	but	you	can't
make	him	drink.Fools	rush	in	where	angels	fear	to	tread	-	Example:	He	impulsively	bought	a	house	without	thinking	it	through—fools	rush	in	where	angels	fear	to	tread.Might	makes	right	-	Example:	In	ancient	times,	kings	believed	that	might	makes	right	and	ruled	by	force.One	good	turn	deserves	another	-	Example:	She	helped	me	with	my	project,	so
I	helped	her	move;	one	good	turn	deserves	another.What’s	good	for	the	goose	is	good	for	the	gander	-	Example:	If	he	can	stay	out	late	with	friends,	then	what's	good	for	the	goose	is	good	for	the	gander,	and	I	should	be	able	to	as	well.The	eye	is	bigger	than	the	belly	-	Example:	He	ordered	so	much	food	but	couldn’t	finish	it;	clearly,	the	eye	is	bigger
than	the	belly.attenuate	-	0	(neutral)delectable	-	+	(positive)ambient	-	0	(neutral)rife	-	0	(neutral)discomfit	-	-	(negative)interpolate	-	0	(neutral)moribund	-	-	(negative)impecunious	-	-	(negative)gregarious	-	+	(positive)abrogate	-	0	(neutral)irreparable	-	-	(negative)languish	-	-	(negative)sequester	-	0	(neutral)impeccable	-	+	(positive)onerous	-	-
(negative)reconnoiter	-	0	(neutral)Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotation	Answersneutral	-	observationpositive	-	luminousnegative	-	charlatanneutral	-	responsenegative	-	decimatedneutral	-	delineatedpositive	-	ebullientnegative	-	askanceClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	Connotation	Answers	Sentence:	After	taking	a	swift	perfunctory	glance	at	the
appointment	book,	the	receptionist	advised	the	client	to	call	back	later.Sample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	perfunctory	suggests	that	the	receptionist's	check	of	the	appointment	book	was	not	simply	quick,	but	also	superficial	and	careless.benignSentence:	The	pediatrician	reassured	the	parents	that	letting	little	Marie	suck	her	thumb
frequently	would	have	a	harmless	benign	influence	on	the	baby’s	development.Sample	response:	The	positive	connotation	of	benign	means	that	Marie's	thumb	sucking	could	be	beneficial,	not	merely	innocuous.mendaciousSentence:	Mrs.	Garcia	suspected	that	the	mechanic’s	detailed	explanation	of	the	problem	with	her	car’s	engine	was	questionable
and	mendacious.Sample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	mendacious	suggests	that	Mrs.	Garcia's	concerns	were	more	serious	because	the	mechanic	may	have	lied.Click	Next	for	Classical	Roots	AnswerssurrogateSentence:	While	my	parents	were	on	vacation,	my	aunt	served	as	a	surrogate	guardian.supererogatorySentence:	"We	could	do	with
fewer	supererogatory	remarks,"	the	teacher	observed.abrogationSentence:	Unfavorable	evidence	has	emerged,	forcing	the	abrogation	of	the	agreement	between	the	two	parties.arroganceSentence:	The	king	was	corrupted	by	power	and,	over	time,	exchanged	his	humility	for	arrogance.derogationSentence:	The	aid	workers	deeply	resented	any
derogation	of	their	motives.interrogativeSentence:	In	Spanish	class,	we	are	learning	how	to	phrase	interrogative	sentences.prorogueSentence:	The	prime	minister	was	determined	to	prorogue	the	legislative	assembly	until	all	members	were	present.interrogationSentence:	The	detective	asked	question	after	question	during	the	interrogation	of	the
prime	suspect.	Page	3	a)	discuss	the	origins	of	the	Leagueb)	inform	and	empower	newly	enfranchised	women	votersc)	unrelentinga)	pennilessb)	objectsc)	claimc)	cliquee)	controversialc)	political	vs.	partisand)	lobbying	for	tax	cutse)	levelse)	admiringClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completion	Answers	c)	unremitting	.	.	.	saturatedc)	echelons	.	.	.	coteriec)
alleged	.	.	.	collusiona)	counterpart	.	.	.	allyd)	countermanded	.	.	.	vacillatingb)	misanthrope	.	.	.	vituperatived)	garish	.	.	.	paroxysmClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiom	Answers	swan	song	-	g.	final	performanceplay	havoc	with	-	h.	ruinsalt	of	the	earth	-	d.	a	most	worthy	personspick	and	span	-	j.	neat	and	cleanchew	the	fat	-	c.	have	a	long	chatwell-
heeled	-	b.	having	plenty	of	moneyup	in	arms	-	e.	angrygrow	on	you	-	i.	become	increasingly	likedsplit	hairs	-	a.	argue	about	small	detailslay	it	on	the	line	-	f.	be	totally	honestClick	Next	for	Writing	with	Idioms	Answers	hit	pay	dirt	-	To	discover	something	valuable	or	rewardingSentence:	After	months	of	research,	the	scientists	finally	hit	pay	dirt	with
their	new	discovery.behind	the	eight	ball	-	To	be	in	a	difficult	or	unfavorable	situation.Sentence:	Without	enough	funds,	the	company	found	itself	behind	the	eight	ball	in	the	project.scratch	the	surface	-	To	only	begin	to	explore	or	understand	something.Sentence:	They’ve	only	scratched	the	surface	of	what	this	technology	can	do.on	the	same
wavelength	-	To	understand	each	other	well	or	agree	with	each	other.Sentence:	The	team	members	were	on	the	same	wavelength,	making	the	project	run	smoothly.with	flying	colors	-	To	do	something	very	successfully.Sentence:	She	passed	her	final	exams	with	flying	colors.pick	up	the	tab	-	To	pay	for	something,	especially	for	others.Sentence:	He
offered	to	pick	up	the	tab	for	dinner.home	free	-	To	be	out	of	danger	or	almost	finished	with	something	difficult.Sentence:	Once	we	pass	this	last	exam,	we’re	home	free.on	the	table	-	To	be	up	for	discussion	or	available	for	consideration.Sentence:	Several	new	policies	are	on	the	table	for	the	board	meeting.neither	here	nor	there	-	Something	that	is
irrelevant	or	unimportant.Sentence:	His	past	mistakes	are	neither	here	nor	there	in	this	discussion.hem	and	haw	-	To	hesitate	or	be	indecisive.Sentence:	She	hemmed	and	hawed	before	finally	making	a	decision.play	fast	and	loose	with	-	To	act	irresponsibly	or	carelessly	with	something.Sentence:	He	tends	to	play	fast	and	loose	with	the	company’s
finances.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaning	Answerscalumniate	-	−refulgent	-	+shibboleth	-	0vacillate	-	−portend	-	0exacerbate	-	−bestial	-	−embellish	-	+fatuous	-	−furtive	-	−raiment	-	0saturnine	-	−mandate	-	0indigent	-	−felicitous	-	+paucity	-	−Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotation	Answersnegative	-	odorouspositive	-	verifiedneutral	-
coterienegative	-	picayunenegative	-	pedantryneutral	-	saturatedneutral	-	receptionpositive	-	intenseClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	Connotation	Answers	garishSample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	garish	suggests	that	the	actress	might	have	been	unhappy	because	the	outfit	was	tasteless	and	gaudy.sloughSample	response:	The	negative
connotation	of	slough	reveals	that	the	hikers'	surprise	at	being	near	a	muddy	mire,	not	a	grassy	plain,	might	have	been	unpleasant.badinageSample	response:	The	positive	connotation	of	badinage	makes	the	talk	between	the	two	people	seem	less	neutral	and	serious	and	more	pleasant	and	playful.Click	Next	for	Classical	Roots	Answersdisclaimer	-	The
manufacturer	issued	a	swift	disclaimer	after	mediocre	reviews	of	its	new	product.acclaim	-	The	winning	team	enjoyed	vigorous	public	acclaim	in	a	ticker-tape	parade.declaim	-	The	actor	would	declaim	lines	from	Shakespeare	in	response	to	any	comment.irreclaimable	-	That	region	of	the	park	is	nothing	more	than	irreclaimable
swampland.proclamation	-	The	clerk	posted	the	latest	mayoral	proclamation	at	the	entrance	to	City	Hall.reclamation	-	Innovative	irrigation	techniques	have	resulted	in	the	reclamation	of	much	of	the	desert.clamorous	-	The	protesters	outside	the	White	House	made	clamorous	demands	for	reform.claimant	-	After	many	years,	the	estranged	son
resurfaced	as	the	last	claimant	to	the	estate.	Page	4	Click	Next	for	Two-Word	Completion	Answersc)	testy	.	.	.	nettled)	incumbent	.	.	.	bastionc)	consummate	.	.	.	delineated)	frenetic	.	.	.	disarrayb)	dereliction	.	.	.	incarcerateda)	indictment	.	.	.	complicityd)	penchant	.	.	.	sumptuousClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiom	Answers	When	it	rains,	it	pours.	-
f.	Misfortunes	rarely	come	alone.Mind	your	p's	and	q's.	-	i.	Behave	properly.Don’t	put	the	cart	before	the	horse.	-	g.	Do	things	in	the	proper	order.Let	bygones	be	bygones.	-	a.	Forget	about	past	disagreements.A	stitch	in	time	saves	nine.	-	b.	Doing	things	right	initially	will	save	time	later.Keep	your	chin	up.	-	d.	Remain	cheerful	during	difficult	times.You
can’t	teach	an	old	dog	new	tricks.	-	h.	As	people	age,	it	becomes	harder	to	learn	new	skills.Grab	the	bull	by	the	horns.	-	c.	Tackle	the	problem	directly	and	confidently.Do	not	change	horses	midstream.	-	j.	It’s	unwise	to	change	leaders	during	a	crisis.Cream	always	rises	to	the	top.	-	e.	Something	very	good	will	eventually	attract	attention.Click	Next
for	Writing	with	Adages	Answers	Virtue	is	its	own	reward	-	Doing	good	should	be	fulfilling	without	expecting	a	reward.Sentence:	Sarah	felt	happy	helping	her	neighbor	with	groceries,	knowing	that	virtue	is	its	own	reward.Charity	begins	at	home	-	One	should	first	take	care	of	their	family	before	helping	others.Sentence:	Before	donating	to	the	charity,
he	made	sure	his	own	family	had	everything	they	needed	because	charity	begins	at	home.Waste	not,	want	not	-	If	you	don’t	waste	resources,	you’ll	always	have	enough.Sentence:	She	always	saved	leftovers,	remembering	her	mother’s	advice:	waste	not,	want	not.Drastic	times	call	for	drastic	measures	-	Extreme	situations	require	extreme
actions.Sentence:	With	the	severe	drought	affecting	crops,	the	farmers	knew	drastic	times	call	for	drastic	measures.The	proof	of	the	pudding	is	in	the	eating	-	The	true	value	of	something	can	only	be	judged	when	it’s	tested.Sentence:	He	promised	the	software	was	the	best,	but	the	proof	of	the	pudding	is	in	the	eating,	so	I’ll	judge	after	using	it.When
the	cat's	away,	the	mice	will	play	-	People	will	take	advantage	of	someone’s	absence.Sentence:	As	soon	as	the	teacher	left	the	room,	the	students	started	chatting	and	laughing,	proving	when	the	cat's	away,	the	mice	will	play.Don’t	cut	off	your	nose	to	spite	your	face	-	Don’t	hurt	yourself	trying	to	harm	someone	else.Sentence:	Refusing	the	promotion
just	to	annoy	her	boss	was	like	cutting	off	her	nose	to	spite	her	face.Every	rose	has	its	thorn	-	Even	the	best	things	have	some	drawbacks.Sentence:	She	loved	her	job,	but	the	long	hours	reminded	her	that	every	rose	has	its	thorn.Money	doesn’t	grow	on	trees	-	Money	is	limited	and	must	be	used	carefully.Sentence:	Her	dad	reminded	her	that	money
doesn’t	grow	on	trees	when	she	asked	for	new	shoes.An	empty	purse	frightens	away	friends	-	People	may	abandon	you	when	you	run	out	of	resources.Sentence:	After	losing	his	fortune,	he	noticed	many	friends	disappeared,	proving	that	an	empty	purse	frightens	away	friends.It’s	no	use	crying	over	spilt	milk	-	Don’t	waste	time	worrying	about	things
that	can’t	be	changed.Sentence:	She	was	upset	about	the	missed	opportunity,	but	her	friend	reminded	her	that	it’s	no	use	crying	over	spilt	milk.Let	the	chips	fall	where	they	may	-	Accept	the	outcome,	no	matter	what	it	is.Sentence:	He	decided	to	speak	the	truth	in	court	and	let	the	chips	fall	where	they	may.disarray	-	−incumbent	-	0equity	-	+grouse	-
−sylvan	-	0atrophy	-	−overweening	-	−incarcerate	-	−jocular	-	+mordant	-	−pecuniary	-	0hallow	-	+enervate	-	−fecund	-	+perspicacity	-	+abject	-	−Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotation	Answerspositive	-	consummateneutral	-	bustlingnegative	-	effigiesneutral	-	participationnegative	-	travestypositive	-	concordneutral	-	idiosyncrasypositive	-
whimsicalClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	Connotation	Answers	testy	-	The	busy	librarian	responded	to	the	child’s	question	in	a	distracted	testy	manner.Sample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	testy	suggests	that	the	librarian’s	response	revealed	irritation	and	exasperation,	not	just	a	lack	of	focus.ignominy	-	It	has	taken	my	brother	years	to	live
down	the	embarrassment	ignominy	of	failing	his	driver’s	test	the	first	three	times	he	took	it.Sample	response:	The	negative	connotation	of	ignominy	reveals	that	the	brother	was	more	than	embarrassed	by	his	failures;	he	felt	disgraced	and	ashamed.sumptuous	-	Guidebooks	agree	that	the	hotel’s	accommodations	are	among	the	most	expensive
sumptuous	in	London.Sample	response:	The	positive	connotation	of	sumptuous	makes	it	clear	that	the	hotel	furnishings	are	lavish	and	splendid,	not	simply	costly.Click	Next	for	Classical	Roots	Answersprognosis	-	With	modern	treatment	options,	patients	who	contract	this	once-fatal	disease	now	have	an	excellent	prognosis	for	full	recovery.diagnose	-	A
podiatrist	is	trained	to	diagnose	and	treat	a	range	of	problems	of	the	foot.gnostic	-	Many	religions	observe	a	gnostic	doctrine,	where	emphasis	is	placed	on	the	pursuit	of	spiritual	and	intellectual	knowledge.ignore	-	If	we	just	ignore	Rover,	he	will	eventually	stop	begging	for	food	at	the	table.cognate	-	The	Sanskrit	word	for	king—rajah—is	a	cognate	of
the	Latin	rex.cognition	-	After	a	serious	blow	to	the	head,	her	cognition	was	impaired	for	several	weeks.recognize	-	The	school	board	has	come	to	recognize	the	positive	impact	of	art	and	music	classes.cognizant	-	As	a	result	of	a	1966	court	decision,	all	arrested	suspects	must	be	made	cognizant	of	their	Miranda	rights.	Page	5	A)	tell	the	story	of	the
Chicago	fire	of	1871D)	inflammatoryD)	verifiedC)	the	fire	started	in	or	near	the	O’Leary’s	barnB)	acceptanceC)	cause	and	effectE)	incompetentA)	the	fleeing	populationC)	franticC)	scouting	expeditionC)	ironicB)	factualClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completion	Answers	B)	devious	.	.	.	dissemblingC)	animadversions.	.	.	carpingB)	temporize	.	.	.	unwontedC)
verdant	.	.	.	undulatedA)	credence	.	.	.	substantiatedD)	cavorted	.	.	.	halcyonC)	coherent.	.	.	tenableClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiom	Answers	h.	inexperienced	and	younge.	renewed	energya.	furiousj.	deserving	of	respecti.	legald.	a	better	situationg.	understandf.	in	disagreementb.	in	the	futurec.	likely	to	happenClick	Next	for	Writing	with	Idioms
Answers	gain	ground	-	to	make	progress	or	advance.Sentence:	The	new	product	is	starting	to	gain	ground	in	the	market	and	attracting	more	customers.by	the	book	-	following	rules	or	procedures	strictly.Sentence:	The	manager	insisted	that	we	handle	the	project	strictly	by	the	book	to	avoid	any	issues.a	full	plate	-	having	a	lot	of	tasks	or
responsibilities.Sentence:	Between	work,	school,	and	family	obligations,	she	has	a	full	plate	this	month.set	up	shop	-	to	establish	a	business	or	begin	an	operation.Sentence:	After	years	of	planning,	they	finally	set	up	shop	in	the	downtown	area.in	a	nutshell	-	in	summary	or	briefly.Sentence:	In	a	nutshell,	the	meeting	was	about	improving
communication	within	the	team.sound	bite	-	a	short,	catchy	snippet	of	information	or	quote.Sentence:	The	politician’s	speech	was	full	of	catchy	sound	bites	to	attract	media	attention.ax	to	grind	-	having	a	personal	motive	or	grievance.Sentence:	He	seemed	helpful,	but	I	later	realized	he	had	an	ax	to	grind	and	was	pushing	his	own	agenda.bite	the
bullet	-	to	face	a	difficult	situation	with	courage.Sentence:	She	didn’t	want	to	move,	but	she	had	to	bite	the	bullet	and	accept	the	job	offer	in	another	city.par	for	the	course	-	typical	or	expected	in	a	particular	situation.Sentence:	Long	hours	are	par	for	the	course	in	the	tech	industry,	so	it's	nothing	unusual.get	wind	of	-	to	hear	news	or	a	rumor	about
something.Sentence:	The	employees	got	wind	of	the	upcoming	layoffs	before	the	official	announcement.with	bated	breath	-	waiting	anxiously	or	with	suspense.Sentence:	They	waited	with	bated	breath	for	the	results	of	the	competition	to	be	announced.in	the	cards	-	likely	to	happen	or	destined.Sentence:	Although	they	dreamed	of	traveling	the	world,
they	realized	it	wasn’t	in	the	cards	for	them	at	the	moment.Click	Next	for	Denotation	and	Connotation	Answersdecry	-	−	(negative)congeal	-	0	(neutral)propinquity	-	0	(neutral)distraught	-	−	(negative)murky	-	−	(negative)germane	-	+	(positive)brackish	-	−	(negative)animadversion	-	−	(negative)accost	-	−	(negative)devious	-	−	(negative)eulogy	-	+
(positive)coherent	-	+	(positive)overt	-	0	(neutral)sacrilege	-	−	(negative)undulate	-	0	(neutral)pejorative	-	−	(negative)Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotation	Answersnegative	-	verbiagenegative	-	rudelypositive	-	piquantnegative	-	banalpositive	-	encomiumneutral	-	dubiousneutral	-	unfortunatepositive	-	halcyonClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using
Connotation	Answers	Sentence:	Hearing	his	unexpectedly	critical	carping	comments	changed	the	team's	opinion	of	their	new	coach.Sample	Response:	The	unfavorable	connotation	of	carping	suggests	that	the	coach’s	comments	were	harsh	and	that	the	team’s	opinion	became	more	negative.Sentence:	The	film	review	emphasized	the	dramatic
histrionic	manner	in	which	the	lead	actor	delivered	his	lines	in	the	final	scene.Sample	Response:	The	negative	connotation	of	histrionic	reveals	that	the	reviewer	was	critical	of	the	actor's	melodramatic	performance.Sentence:	The	minister	remarked	on	the	surprising	gift	largesse	to	the	church	building	fund	given	by	an	anonymous	donor.Sample
Response:	The	positive	connotation	of	largesse	makes	it	clear	the	gift	was	generous	and	lavish;	one	can	infer	that	the	minister	was	grateful	for	it.Click	Next	for	Classical	Roots	Answerscreditor	-	The	bank	denied	her	request	for	a	loan	when	they	saw	that	she	had	made	late	payments	to	a	past	creditor.credulity	-	The	wily	con	artists	exploited	their
victim’s	credulity.credo	-	The	credo	of	our	hiking	club	is	“Take	only	pictures;	leave	only	footprints.”credulous	-	The	naïve	young	man	seemed	as	credulous	as	a	child.accreditation	-	The	college	received	accreditation	as	an	institution	of	higher	learning.creditable	-	Despite	limited	rehearsal	time,	the	cast	did	a(n)	creditable	job	on	that	play.credentials	-
The	security	guard	demanded	to	see	their	credentials	before	they	could	enter	the	building.credibility	-	At	the	hearing,	a	panel	of	experts	questioned	the	credibility	of	the	advertisement.	Page	6	Click	Next	for	Two-Word	Completionsb.	lassitude	...	decadentb.	approbation	...	meritd.	coalition	...	transcenda.	prerogatives	...	hiatusc.	exhorted	...	inveighedc.
nominal	...	ex	officioc.	peculators	...	stringentClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	IdiomOf	course	I	will	not	tell	a	soul	how	much	you	spent	on	those	jeans.	My	lips	are	sealed!Answer:	d	(a	promise	to	maintain	a	secret)My	trainer	has	a	bee	in	her	bonnet	about	sugar,	and	she	advises	against	drinking	soda	or	eating	foods	that	are	sweetened.Answer:	h	(an
idea	that	occupies	one’s	thoughts;	an	obsession)You	can	count	on	Jonas	to	go	the	extra	mile	and	produce	a	spectacular	play.Answer:	b	(do	more	than	is	expected)Renee	has	been	pounding	the	pavement	every	day,	but	she	still	cannot	find	a	job.Answer:	i	(diligently	seeking	something,	such	as	a	job)You	can	tell	by	the	intricate	details	in	the	carving	that
Marco	put	a	lot	of	blood,	sweat,	and	tears	into	building	his	boat.Answer:	a	(tremendous	hard	work	and	effort)Quit	dragging	your	feet	and	decide	which	college	you	want	to	attend.Answer:	f	(postponing	or	delaying	a	decision	or	action)It	is	so	typical	of	Mandy	to	pass	the	buck	and	assign	her	work	to	other	members	in	the	group.Answer:	j	(avoid
responsibility	by	giving	it	to	others)Chad	got	a	job	at	the	bank	during	a	hiring	freeze	because	his	father,	a	high-level	manager,	pulled	strings.Answer:	c	(used	political	or	personal	influence	to	obtain	something)Though	many	politicians	enjoy	sitting	on	the	fence,	this	election	will	require	candidates	to	be	more	committed.Answer:	e	(refusing	to	take	sides
on	an	issue)Anna	has	burned	so	many	bridges,	I’m	surprised	anyone	in	this	town	wants	to	hire	her.Answer:	g	(alienated	or	destroyed	prior	relationships)Click	Next	for	Writing	with	Idiomsout	of	the	blueYour	decision	to	quit	the	volleyball	team	certainly	came	out	of	the	blue!step	out	of	lineIf	you	step	out	of	line	at	work,	you	might	face	disciplinary
action.throw	someone	a	boneThe	manager	threw	the	new	employee	a	bone	by	assigning	her	an	easy	project.get	over	itI	know	losing	the	game	was	tough,	but	you	need	to	get	over	it	and	try	again.dot	all	the	i’s	and	cross	all	the	t’sBefore	submitting	the	contract,	make	sure	to	dot	all	the	i’s	and	cross	all	the	t’s.bend	over	backwardsShe	bent	over
backwards	to	make	her	guests	feel	at	home.deep	pocketsOnly	someone	with	deep	pockets	can	afford	to	live	in	this	neighborhood.down	to	the	wireThe	project	went	down	to	the	wire,	but	we	finished	it	just	in	time.in	the	darkThe	employees	were	kept	in	the	dark	about	the	company’s	restructuring	plans.snowed	underI’m	snowed	under	with	assignments
and	can’t	make	it	to	the	party.tickled	pinkShe	was	tickled	pink	when	she	received	the	surprise	birthday	gift.hit	the	ground	runningThe	new	CEO	hit	the	ground	running	and	implemented	changes	on	the	first	day.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaningassuage	(+)coalition	(+)lurid	(-)sangfroid	(+)infringe	(-)aplomb	(+)interloper	(-)unctuous	(-)abominate	(-
)jaded	(-)ascribe	(0)expiate	(+)precipitate	(0)ameliorate	(+)proclivity	(+)seditious	(-)Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotationmeritorious	(positive)excess	(neutral)inexperienced	(neutral)epitome	(positive)drivel	(negative)excitement	(positive)vitriolic	(negative)petulant	(negative)Click	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	ConnotationInnuendo:	The	negative
connotation	of	innuendo	suggests	that	Nina’s	comment	is	sarcastic	or	disparaging	rather	than	just	indirect.Stringent:	The	forceful	tone	of	stringent	suggests	that	the	budget	represents	a	severe	change	rather	than	just	a	prudent	one.Provincial:	The	use	of	provincial	makes	the	brother’s	poor	manners	seem	less	obviously	glaring.Click	Next	for	Classical
RootsRecessionMillions	of	workers	were	unemployed	during	the	recession.AccedeThe	king's	subjects	are	expected	to	accede	to	all	his	requests.DeceaseMarcia	will	inherit	the	estate	after	her	aunt's	decease.ConcessionThere	is	always	a	line	at	the	food	concession.PredecessorStarting	today,	I	will	take	over	from	my	predecessor.CessationThe
ambassador	called	for	a	cessation	of	hostilities.PrecedenceStudying	for	finals	must	take	precedence	over	everything	else.AccessoryHer	sister	was	held	by	the	police	as	an	accessory.	Page	7	Click	Next	for	Two-Word	Completionsc.	immutable...	irrevocabled.	surreptitiously...	filchb.	propensity...	resilientb.	sedulous...	extricatec.	reverberating...
sepulchrala.	affable...	brusquea.	insular...	sleazyClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiomdiscretion	is	the	better	part	of	valor	→	c.	Sometimes	it	is	better	to	be	cautious	than	to	run	headlong	into	things.good	fences	make	good	neighbors	→	j.	Boundaries	between	people	maintain	good	relations.Jack	of	all	trades	and	a	master	of	none	→	h.	Someone	who
dabbles	in	many	things	but	does	not	excel	in	any.advice	when	most	needed	is	least	heeded	→	a.	People	won’t	listen	to	reason	once	they	have	made	up	their	minds.no	rest	for	the	weary	→	b.	As	soon	as	one	task	is	done,	another	arises.a	lie	can	travel	around	the	world	while	the	truth	is	still	putting	on	her	shoes	→	i.	Rumors	and	lies	always	get	out	faster
than	the	truth.experience	is	the	best	teacher	→	d.	We	learn	best	by	doing.don’t	bite	off	more	than	you	can	chew	→	f.	You	should	not	take	on	more	responsibilities	than	you	can	handle.you	never	miss	the	water	till	the	well	runs	dry	→	e.	We	miss	the	things	we	take	for	granted	only	when	they	are	gone.variety	is	the	spice	of	life	→	g.	Life	is	more	interesting
when	you	experience	a	variety	of	things.Click	Next	for	Writing	with	ProverbsHindsight	is	always	twenty-twenty.Sample	answer:	I	should	have	sold	my	bike	to	the	man	who	offered	me	twice	what	I	paid,	but	hindsight	is	always	twenty-twenty.Absence	makes	the	heart	grow	fonder.Sample	answer:	After	spending	a	month	apart,	they	realized	absence
makes	the	heart	grow	fonder.Honesty	is	the	best	policy.Sample	answer:	I	admitted	my	mistake	at	work	because	honesty	is	the	best	policy.A	penny	saved	is	a	penny	earned.Sample	answer:	I	always	try	to	save	a	bit	from	my	paycheck	because	a	penny	saved	is	a	penny	earned.A	picture	is	worth	a	thousand	words.Sample	answer:	The	photograph	of	the
sunset	captured	its	beauty	perfectly;	truly,	a	picture	is	worth	a	thousand	words.Look	before	you	leap.Sample	answer:	Before	quitting	your	job,	you	should	look	before	you	leap	and	have	a	backup	plan.Loose	lips	sink	ships.Sample	answer:	He	didn’t	share	confidential	information	because	he	knew	loose	lips	sink	ships.Rome	wasn’t	built	in	a	day.Sample
answer:	Learning	a	new	language	takes	time;	Rome	wasn’t	built	in	a	day.Love	is	blind.Sample	answer:	Despite	their	differences,	they	stayed	together,	proving	that	love	is	blind.All’s	well	that	ends	well.Sample	answer:	After	all	the	drama,	they	finally	arrived	safely—all’s	well	that	ends	well.Failing	to	plan	is	planning	to	fail.Sample	answer:	Without
proper	preparation,	the	event	was	a	disaster—failing	to	plan	is	planning	to	fail.All	that	glitters	is	not	gold.Sample	answer:	That	expensive	car	looks	appealing,	but	all	that	glitters	is	not	gold—it’s	riddled	with	problems.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaningarchetype:	+querulous:	–affable:	+repudiate:	–filch:	–propensity:	0axiomatic:	0contraband:	–salutary:
+autonomy:	+fetter:	–amnesty:	+scathing:	–amorphous:	–insular:	–erudite:	+Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	ConnotationNegative	|	sleazyPositive	|	refinedNeutral	|	largePositive	|	equitableNegative	|	heinousNeutral	|	firmPositive	|	fantasticNegative	|	brusqueClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	ConnotationScourgingSample	response:	The	negative
connotation	of	scourging	suggests	that	the	punishment	was	extremely	severe	and	thus	needed	to	be	changed.BlazonedSample	response:	The	stronger	tone	of	blazoned	makes	the	headlines	more	gripping	and	controversial.ContrivedSample	response:	The	use	of	contrived	makes	the	character’s	strategy	seem	clever	rather	than	secretive	and
underhanded.Click	Next	for	Classical	RootsCongressGradualismGradientRetrogradeDigressRegressAggressiveEgress	Page	8	e.	how	members	of	elephant	families	keep	in	touch	in	dense	forestsb.	their	habitata.	portlyc.	how	hard	it	is	to	count	elephantsb.	lootd.	emitting	deep	rumbling	sounds	humans	cannot	heare.	indistincta.	trivialb.	Elephants	live	in
close-knit	groups.c.	diffusede.	reviewd.	interested	amateurClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completionsodium	...	perfidycadavers	...	squeamishgrandiose	...	penuryinfraction	...	relegatedpillaged	...	desecratedculpable	...	mitigatedinconsequential	...	beneficentClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiomshort	and	sweet	-	i)	brief	yet	meaningful;	direct	and	to	the
pointcut	to	the	chase	-	a)	leave	out	the	details	and	get	to	the	pointpiece	of	cake	-	g)	something	easy;	a	task	that	can	be	completed	without	much	effortbacking	the	wrong	horse	-	j)	supporting	the	wrong	or	losing	sidecrocodile	tears	-	b)	fake	sadness	used	to	manipulate	peoplethinking	on	his	feet	-	e)	making	decisions	with	little	effort	or	prior
planningrude	awakening	-	c)	an	unpleasant	understanding	or	revelationbrought	the	house	down	-	f)	put	on	a	successful	performancewild	goose	chase	-	d)	a	wasted	effort	looking	for	something	that	is	difficult	to	find	or	nonexistentcooking	the	books	-	h)	manipulating	financial	figuresClick	Next	for	Writing	with	Idiomscast	a	wide	netSample	answer:	Cast
a	wide	net	when	you’re	looking	for	props	for	the	play;	you	can	find	useful	items	just	about	anywhere.take	it	with	a	grain	of	saltMeaning:	View	something	skeptically	or	with	caution.Sample	answer:	She	told	me	about	the	rumor,	but	I’ll	take	it	with	a	grain	of	salt	until	I	see	evidence.walking	on	eggshellsMeaning:	Acting	carefully	to	avoid	upsetting
someone.Sample	answer:	Ever	since	their	argument,	I	feel	like	I’m	walking	on	eggshells	around	them.blow	a	fuseMeaning:	To	lose	one’s	temper.Sample	answer:	He	blew	a	fuse	when	he	found	out	the	project	wasn’t	completed	on	time.on	your	high	horseMeaning:	Acting	superior	or	arrogant.Sample	answer:	She	needs	to	get	off	her	high	horse	and
realize	everyone	makes	mistakes.herding	catsMeaning:	Trying	to	manage	a	chaotic	or	unmanageable	situation.Sample	answer:	Organizing	all	those	volunteers	felt	like	herding	cats.dial	it	backMeaning:	To	reduce	intensity.Sample	answer:	The	coach	told	the	players	to	dial	it	back	during	practice	to	avoid	injuries.common	groundMeaning:	Shared
interests	or	mutual	understanding.Sample	answer:	They	found	common	ground	in	their	love	of	classic	literature.a	drop	in	the	oceanMeaning:	A	very	small	or	insignificant	amount	compared	to	what	is	needed.Sample	answer:	Donating	$5	felt	like	a	drop	in	the	ocean	compared	to	the	millions	needed	for	the	project.a	feather	in	your	capMeaning:	An
achievement	to	be	proud	of.Sample	answer:	Winning	the	championship	was	certainly	a	feather	in	her	cap.give	up	the	ghostMeaning:	To	stop	working	or	die.Sample	answer:	My	old	car	finally	gave	up	the	ghost	after	15	years	of	service.a	fly	on	the	wallMeaning:	Someone	who	observes	a	situation	without	being	noticed.Sample	answer:	I	wish	I	could	be	a
fly	on	the	wall	during	their	private	discussions.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaningodium:	-beneficent:	+austere:	-hypothetical:	0dissipated:	-torpid:	-corpulent:	-avarice:	-stalwart:	+desecrate:	-restitution:	+resuscitate:	+mitigate:	+gauntlet:	0squeamish:	-nebulous:	-Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotationnegative:	powerlesspositive:
dispassionateneutral:	novicenegative:	reprovedpositive:	queriednegative:	anathemapositive:	dutifulneutral:	assignedClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	ConnotationConcoctSample	response:	The	word	"concoct"	paints	a	more	vivid	image	of	the	mother	devising	special—and	perhaps	secret—recipes.PillagingSample	response:	The	negative	tone	of
"pillaging"	makes	the	actions	of	the	adventurers	seem	more	insidious	and	violent.IgnobleSample	response:	The	negative	tone	of	"ignoble"	makes	the	general’s	laws	seem	corrupt	or	dishonorable.Click	Next	for	Classical	RootsParentheticalThesisMorphologyPseudomorphMetamorphosisAnthropomorphicThemeEpithet	Page	9	c.	tangiblee.	made	maps
reflecting	their	erroneous	assumptionsb.	avaricea.	unwarrantedd.	both	misjudged	the	size	and	shape	of	the	Americasb.		anticlimax	e.	showed	it	sometimes	as	part	of	the	mainland	and	sometimes	as	an	islandc.	distorted	representationsa.	substantiatedb.	religious	customsc.	inhabitantsb.	factualClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completionsd.	ostentatious	.	.	.
dowdyc.	sedentary	.	.	.	efficaciousa.	procrastinate	.	.	.	perniciousa.	denizens	.	.	.	motleyb.	enthralled	.	.	.	satiatedc.	searing	.	.	.	invectived.	disseminating	.	.	.	perniciousClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiomlive	and	let	live	—	jRats	will	always	desert	a	sinking	ship	—	gsleep	on	it	—	cdivide	and	conquer	—	ba	taste	of	their	own	medicine	—	hgrin	and	bear



it	—	dthere	are	two	sides	to	a	coin	—	iWhat	she	doesn’t	know	won’t	hurt	her	—	atrue	beauty	lies	within	—	ePractice	makes	perfect	—	fClick	Next	for	Writing	with	AdagesThere’s	no	such	thing	as	a	free	lunch.Meaning:	You	can’t	get	something	for	nothing;	everything	has	a	cost.Example:	Jan	has	done	you	a	lot	of	favors	lately,	but	remember	that	there	is
no	such	thing	as	a	free	lunch.Measure	twice,	cut	once.Meaning:	Take	your	time	to	plan	carefully	to	avoid	mistakes.Example:	Before	building	the	birdhouse,	Jake	double-checked	his	measurements	because	he	knows	it’s	best	to	measure	twice	and	cut	once.What	goes	around,	comes	around.Meaning:	The	way	you	treat	others	will	eventually	come	back	to
you.Example:	Lisa	was	always	rude	to	others,	but	when	she	needed	help,	no	one	came—what	goes	around,	comes	around.Looks	can	be	deceiving.Meaning:	Things	are	not	always	as	they	appear.Example:	The	old	book	looked	boring,	but	it	turned	out	to	be	a	thrilling	adventure	story—looks	can	be	deceiving.An	eye	for	an	eye	leaves	the	whole	world
blind.Meaning:	Seeking	revenge	can	lead	to	more	harm	for	everyone.Example:	Fighting	back	only	made	the	argument	worse;	they	realized	that	an	eye	for	an	eye	leaves	the	whole	world	blind.Laughter	is	the	best	medicine.Meaning:	Humor	can	help	people	feel	better,	even	during	tough	times.Example:	After	a	tough	day,	watching	a	funny	movie
reminded	her	that	laughter	is	the	best	medicine.Can’t	never	could.Meaning:	If	you	believe	you	can’t	do	something,	you’ll	never	succeed.Example:	I	told	my	brother	to	keep	trying	the	math	problem	because	“can’t	never	could”	solve	anything.Ignorance	is	bliss.Meaning:	Sometimes	it’s	better	not	to	know	something	that	could	cause	worry	or
sadness.Example:	Sometimes,	it’s	better	not	to	know	every	detail	about	a	scary	situation—ignorance	is	bliss.Honesty	is	the	best	policy.Meaning:	It’s	always	better	to	tell	the	truth.Example:	Even	though	it	was	hard	to	admit	he	broke	the	vase,	Mark	knew	honesty	is	the	best	policy.It’s	time	to	pay	the	piper.Meaning:	You	must	face	the	consequences	of
your	actions.Example:	After	avoiding	chores	all	week,	it	was	finally	time	to	pay	the	piper	and	clean	the	house.Time	to	eat	crow.Meaning:	Admit	you	were	wrong	and	accept	embarrassment.Example:	After	boasting	that	she	would	win	the	race,	Emily	had	to	eat	crow	when	she	came	in	last	place.Be	careful	what	you	wish	for.Meaning:	You	might	get	what
you	want,	but	it	could	have	unexpected	consequences.Example:	Tom	wanted	more	responsibility	at	work,	but	now	he’s	overwhelmed—be	careful	what	you	wish	for.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaningreprobate	—	-gauche	—	-enhance	—	+bedlam	—	-clangor	—	-paragon	—	+absolve	—	+contiguous	—	0denizen	—	0perceptive	—	+gist	—	0foist	—	-
sanctimonious	—	-censurable	—	-winsome	—	+inimical	—	-Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotationneutral	—	waitpositive	—	politicnegative	—	tyrannicalpositive	—	enthrallednegative	—	invectivepositive	—	munificentnegative	—	lethalneutral	—	incisiveClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	ConnotationMissing	our	connection	at	the	airport	was	unplanned
→	fortuitousSample	response:	The	word	fortuitous	suggests	that	missing	the	connection	led	to	a	positive	outcome.After	injuring	her	back,	the	doctor	suggested	that	Ms.	Stevenson	limit	herself	to	idle	→	sedentary	activities.Sample	response:	The	neutral	tone	of	sedentary	makes	the	doctor’s	recommendation	sound	more	professional	and	productive.Last
night,	we	attended	an	avant-garde	play	in	which	the	character’s	speeches	were	at	once	philosophical	and	vexing	→	provocative.Sample	response:	The	positive	tone	of	provocative	suggests	that	the	characters’	speeches	challenged,	rather	than	frustrated,	the	audience.Click	Next	for	Classical
Rootsegalitarianequidistantequateinequityiniquitousunequivocalequableequilibrium	Page	10	e.	compare	and	contrast	campaigns	before	and	after	the	birth	of	the	modern	mediac.	party	members	and	neighborhood	volunteerse.	perplexeda.	stoicald.	yardstickc.	give	the	reader	a	sense	of	Washington’s	personalityb.	the	formation	of	political	partiesb.
They	were	“wide	awake”	against	slavery.e.	hullabalooa.	foilc.	animatedc.	excitementClick	Next	for	Two-Word	Completionsb.	curtail	.	.	.	depleteda.	precocious	.	.	.	prolificb.	thwart	.	.	.	credulousc.	supplications	.	.	.	adamantlyc.	carnage	.	.	.	grislyd.	blatant	.	.	.	impassivea.	inauspicious	.	.	.	connoisseurClick	Next	for	Choosing	the	Right	Idiomwent	down
the	drain	—	fhand	it	to	you	—	ibury	the	hatchet	—	jgive	my	right	arm	—	bback	to	the	salt	mines	—	aplay	my	cards	right	—	dhad	her	heart	set	on	—	eon	cloud	nine	—	hrings	a	bell	—	gsplit	hairs	—	cClick	Next	for	Writing	with	Idiomssave	your	breathMeaning:	Don't	waste	time	or	effort	trying	to	convince	someone.Sample	answer:	Mr.	Klopp	already	told
us	that	he	would	not	change	the	due	date,	so	you	might	as	well	save	your	breath.all	in	your	headMeaning:	Something	imagined,	not	real.Sample	answer:	The	noise	you	think	you’re	hearing	is	all	in	your	head—no	one	else	hears	it.go	against	the	grainMeaning:	To	do	something	in	a	way	that	is	different	or	unconventional.Sample	answer:	Wearing	bright
colors	to	a	formal	event	goes	against	the	grain,	but	it	made	me	stand	out.all	it	offMeaning:	To	cancel	something.Sample	answer:	We	had	to	call	off	the	picnic	because	it	started	raining.string	someone	alongMeaning:	To	mislead	someone	or	keep	them	waiting	unfairly.Sample	answer:	It’s	not	right	to	string	someone	along	if	you	don’t	plan	to	help
them.hang	out	to	dryMeaning:	To	leave	someone	helpless	or	unsupported.Sample	answer:	When	the	team	failed,	the	manager	was	hung	out	to	dry	by	the	higher-ups.have	a	bone	to	pickMeaning:	To	have	a	grievance	or	complaint	to	discuss	with	someone.Sample	answer:	I	have	a	bone	to	pick	with	you	about	how	you	handled	that	project.cut	and
driedMeaning:	Clear,	straightforward,	and	unchangeable.Sample	answer:	The	rules	of	the	competition	were	cut	and	dried,	so	no	one	could	argue.get	over	itMeaning:	To	move	past	a	problem	or	disappointment.Sample	answer:	It’s	time	to	get	over	it	and	focus	on	what’s	next.off	the	hookMeaning:	To	be	freed	from	responsibility	or	trouble.Sample
answer:	Since	the	real	culprit	was	caught,	John	was	finally	off	the	hook.recipe	for	disasterMeaning:	A	situation	likely	to	go	wrong	or	cause	problems.Sample	answer:	Leaving	the	stove	unattended	while	cooking	is	a	recipe	for	disaster.up	for	grabsMeaning:	Available	to	anyone	who	wants	it.Sample	answer:	The	last	slice	of	pizza	is	up	for	grabs	if	anyone
wants	it.Click	Next	for	Shades	of	Meaningcholeric	—	-herculean	—	+berate	—	-thwart	—	-encumber	—	-turgid	—	-collate	—	0prolific	—	+connoisseur	—	+carnage	—	-precocious	—	+sadistic	—	-criterion	—	0broach	—	0grisly	—	-amenable	—	+Click	Next	for	Expressing	the	Connotationneutral	—	complexpositive	—	touchingpositive	—	potpourripositive	—
responsibilitynegative	—	inauspiciousnegative	—	riotpositive	—	definitivenegative	—	thwartClick	Next	for	Challenge:	Using	Connotationflabbergasted	→	nonplussedSample	response:	The	neutral	tone	of	nonplussed	makes	the	speaker	sound	composed	and	undisturbed	by	Shawna’s	rudeness.defect	→	infirmitySample	response:	The	neutral	tone	of
infirmity	makes	the	uncle’s	condition	seem	more	temporary	and	treatable.restrict	→	curtailSample	response:	The	more	positive	tone	of	curtail	suggests	that	drinking	water	is	an	aid	to	managing	hunger	rather	than	a	harsh	or	restrictive	action.Click	Next	for	Classical	Rootsinquestdisquisitioninquisitivequeryinquisitionrequisitionperquisitesprerequisite
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